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NEIGHBOURHOODS AND PARTNERSHIPS

Sefton Safer Communities Partnership (SSCP)

The SSCP has agreed to fund the purchasing of a further 100 drug wipes following the 
great success we are having in the disruption and targeting of those specifically linked to 
serious and organised crime. 

The SSCP has also funded Selector DNA systems for Merseyside Police for use on 100 
scooters and motorcycles. This innovative solution will assist in identifying those vehicles 
that have been stolen or used in an anti-social manner. 

The SSCP received a full briefing upon a joint protocol with the LSCB in relation to Child 
Criminal Exploitation. The Chair is fully supportive of the protocol and has asked 
organisations across the borough to adopt the principles.

Neighbourhoods 

The STRAND School Council project, which is a group of 14 local schools, last year 
raised over £7,500 for the Oliver King Foundation to enable defibrillators to be installed in 
public areas. The first defibrillator has been installed on the external wall of Piccola Italia 
restaurant on Sefton Road. Training has been given to local businesses. The group has 
now asked for assistance with installation of a further four deliberators across South 
Sefton. Locations have been identified as Marian Square, Bowersdale Resource Centre 
and Bootle Strand x2.

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service have developed a book to educate young people 
about the consequences of anti-social behaviour. The author of the book, who is a 
firefighter, attended the English Martyrs School on Monday 26 June and read chapters of 
the book to the children. We are now working with the fire service to see if this can be 
rolled out across more schools.

 
Neighbourhoods applied and were successful in two applications for the 2017 Stop Loan 
Sharks Community Fund. The first is a joint bid with Migrant Workers Sefton Charity, to 
set up a project that will encourage residents to open credit union accounts and give 
them a bonus of £25 if they save for three months. The second application is a joint bid 
with Sefton’s Public Health Team and Liverpool University as part of the CLAHRC project 
to deliver sessional based workshops in schools and FE colleges in Southport around 
the issue of problematic gambling.



St Benedicts School visited Veolia Recycling Centre in Gillmoss on Friday 19 May. The 
winners of the “Keep Your Area Tidy” posters competition have been decided and the bin 
with the posters on will be installed outside the school soon. 

An Arson Awareness day took place in Westminster Avenue and Marian Square on 26 
May. A cannabis farm was discovered in Westminster Avenue and arrests were made. A 
further day of action took place on Friday 30 June on the Pendle Estate. This highlighted 
issues around fly-tipping and off road motorcycles.  

Following the successful launch of Waterloo and Seaforth Cares, the steering group has 
agreed to roll learning across all four wards of Crosby to establish a Crosby Hub. The 
group will work closely with the Community Asset Development Officers from Sefton 
CVS, who are currently working within Bootle to establish a web of connectivity between 
organisations, service and key protagonists within the community, who can help connect 
people who may otherwise be lonely or socially isolated. Waterloo and Seaforth Cares 
continue to work closely with key council groups such as the Early Intervention and 
Prevention Working Group, and the Dementia Action. 

Following recent discussions and meetings around The Crescent in Thornton a scheme 
has now been developed. This has been shared with the Local Elected Members and 
Thornton Parish Council. The scheme will incorporate a one way system, Kerb Build 
Outs and a New Street Lighting Column. The funding for the scheme is being sought and 
secured. Consultation works have now been undertaken with those directly affected by 
the highway changes proposed.  

Work in South Park continues. The Community Garden plan has now been approved 
and is out to tender. A community growing project co-ordinator is in place to assist with 
the garden and engage with the local community, schools and Hugh Baird College.

Following a presentation to the Southport Area Committee and attending the Operational 
Group, a representative from Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service (MFRS) applied for 
town-wide funding in order to purchase signage which would be placed around Southport 
town centre advising residents of where their nearest de-fib was located. At the 
Southport Operational Group the Manager of the Southport Business Improvement 
District also offered to advertise training on De-Fibs to Southport businesses, which 
MFRS provide.

Through the Operational Group and funded from the Cambridge Ward Councillors there 
is now a defibrillator fitted at the café within Hesketh Park. A defibrillator has also been 
funded by the Meols Ward Councillors for Botanic Park.

The Dogs Trust will be providing educational awareness to pupils within the Litherland 
Moss and English Martyrs schools on 27 September.

Quotes have been obtained from Sefton’s Principal Cemeteries and Crematoria Manager 
for works on the paths at Bootle Cemetery. The total quote is £49k. Funding has been 
secured from ward budgets, however, there remains a shortfall which requires further 
consultation and decision’s regarding the design. 

Meetings between Ward Councillors and Health and Wellbeing have been ongoing 
regarding the issues around parking on Buckley Hill Lane. A proposed plan has been 
drawn up which will increase car parking spaces from 90 to 238.  Further meetings have 



taken place between Ward Councillors, Cabinet Member Health and Wellbeing and 
Health and Wellbeing colleagues and a way forward has been agreed with a projected 
cost of £100,000. 3 stages of works have been agreed and funding for each stage is 
currently being sourced.

Meetings continue in Netherton between partners including, local voluntary 
organisations, Police, Fire, Registered Providers, local Businesses and the Grange 
Primary School. Reports of ASB, Vandalism and Off Road Motorcycles have been the 
main issues discussed. A meeting was held separately with Police colleagues at Marsh 
Lane Police Station to discuss the issues surrounding the ongoing vandalism and ASB in 
the area. A price has been agreed for an 8ft perimeter fence to be installed around the 
Grange site and work will start during the summer holidays.

Killen Green Park was unsuccessful in its Green Flag application, but work has 
continued with voluntary groups to try and improve the areas that the report highlighted 
and another application will be made. 

Following reports of problems with bikes in Coronation Park local PCSO’s and our Street 
Games Team are going to work together to deliver fun activities and education on bike 
safety and also offer bike marking kits.

A request for alley gates on Farm View was received as youths have been congregating 
on the steps. A request has been made to One Vision Housing (as owners of the land) to 
cut back bushes and trees to open up the area. Sefton’s ASB officer has contacted the 
residents.

Neighbours have been complaining about smoke coming from a chimney on this site 
which is causing a great amount of anxiety for residents who live close by. Residents are 
reporting they cannot open their windows, sit in their gardens or hang out their washing. 
Some health issues have also been reported.  This is a complex case involving 
colleagues from, planning, legal, highways, noise pollution and air quality. Planning has 
recently been declined for the chimney, however, we envisage the applicant to appeal. 
On-going investigations are taking place around noise, air quality, parking and lighting. A 
meeting between residents, councillors and council officers took place on Tuesday 1st 
August a further update meeting is planned for late September.

Working with the Police and the local youth organisations a summer diversionary activity 
programme has been developed. An application for POCA (Proceeds of Crime Act) 
funding has been submitted but unfortunately the decision has been deferred to 
November 2017. £20k match funding was received from Registered Providers and the 
partnership has commissioned (via Police) the Jamie Carragher Foundation, Brunswick 
Youth and Community centre, Christ Church Youth and Community centre, Litherland 
Youth and Community Centre and Caradoc Kids to deliver these activities over the 
summer in key parks across South Sefton. We also funded 300 tickets for the Plaza for 
families in the local area.

Neighbourhoods organised a joint meeting with Parks and Formby Parish Councillors at 
Duke Street Park to look at possible options to improve the hedging and entrance gates 
using Parish funding.

At the request of the Development Control Team the Area Coordinator wrote to all the 
residents of Beach Priory Gardens informing them that a pergola structure and gate on 



the highway are both unauthorised obstructions of the public highway and Sefton 
Council’s Highway Team’s opinion is that it should be removed pursuant to 143 of the 
Highways Act 1980. An on-site visit to Beach Priory Gardens was undertaken on 3 
August with the relevant departments, local Councillors and residents to discuss the 
matter further before making any decision on the structures. 

The transfer of the accountable-body status of Formby HUB from the Brighter Living 
Partnership to Formby CVS has taken place successfully. Neighbourhoods have 
supported this transfer by negotiating and preparing an Agreement of Understanding 
between the main bodies. The residual CCG funding has also been transferred over to 
Formby CVS.  Posters asking for volunteers have also been prepared by Area 
Coordinator and put into the Formby Bubble, which have helped to get two new 
volunteers for the HUB.

Following consultation with Area Coordinators the Street Games programme ran from 
Monday 7 August and ran till Friday 1 September. This was delivered in various parks 
and locations across the borough based on hot-spot locations and partners/councillors 
recommendations.

The ASB Team, Merseyside Police and the Area Coordinator met with British Transport 
Police (BTP) to look at the issue of youths from outside of the borough travelling on the 
train network into Southport solely to cause anti-social behaviour. As a result more data 
sharing will take place between BTP and Sefton Council in terms of repeat offenders of 
those travelling to cause ASB and deliberate ticket evasion. BTP will also attend future 
Southport Operational Group meetings.

Community Transition Fund

A total of £507,296 has been spent with £517,897 remaining in this fund as of August 
2017. Following a discussion with the organisation, the grant previously issued to North 
Meols Library Association has been withdrawn. Recently approved projects include The 
Summer Food Project which will support Children’s Centres and VCF organisations to 
provide meals to children during the school summer holidays.

Domestic Abuse

The Strategy performance framework is in the process of being finalised. Meetings with 
partners to discuss what outcome measures they can contribute to are underway which 
will be completed within the next month. The first round of reporting will be complied by 
mid-October and shared with the SSCP to provide a mid-year review.  Updates will also 
be provided to the LSCB as required. 

New MARAC Performance framework has been developed following the completion of 
the MARAC Review. This will be reviewed quarterly by the MARAC Executive, and a 
mid-year performance update will be provided to the SSCP at its December meeting.  

An update was provided to the LSCB Performance and Quality Assurance Group in June 
2017 on the SSCP, IDVA and MARAC action plans following the recommendations put 
forward from the LSCB domestic abuse audit – see Appendix A

The 2017 Domestic Abuse Conference held on 6 July went really well with over 100 
professionals from a range of organisations attending. A number of discussions about 



future ideas are already underway - particularly in relation to early intervention 
programmes within a family setting and developing coercive control risk tool templates 
for frontline workers. 

Neighbourhoods represented Sefton Council and the SSCP at the DCLG ministerial by 
Lord Bourne held in Liverpool on 27 July 2017. This was an opportunity to discuss the 
dispersed housing project developed with Knowsley, Liverpool and Wirral and the 
difficulties and complexities facing local authorities in relation to domestic abuse. 

There is joint working between the IDVA team, SWACA and LSCB Development Officer 
to develop and plan the Level 2 multi-agency domestic abuse training – this should be in 
place for September 2017.

Equalities

The Equalities policy is being refreshed and will be considered by Cabinet Member 
Communities and Housing. The policy will be sent out for consultation.

Three Council buildings were identified to take part in the Liverpool Pride ‘Come out of 
the Shadows’ event held on the 20 July 2017. This involved the lighting up of buildings in 
the colours of the rainbow flag. The buildings were Bootle Town Hall, Crosby Library and 
The Atkinson. 

Welfare Reform 

Children’s Access to Food programme ran across the summer holidays with early reports 
from Children’s Centres stating that numbers have doubled since last year. To 
complement the Children’s Centre offer Sefton CVS worked with 8 partners to provide 
food for children too. CVS worked with the Neighbourhoods team to ensure there was 
not duplication in some areas and little in others.

LIBRARY & INFORMATION SERVICES

Refurbishments at Bootle and Meadows Libraries
The final phase of refurbishments at Bootle and Meadows library took place in July when 
both libraries had new flooring installed. The installations took place over a weekend to 
minimise public disruption. Bootle Library had new carpet laid and the subsidence in the 
floor repaired while Meadows Library had a new vinyl floor laid on the ground floor.

Summer Reading Challenge launched
In June, the library service launched this year’s Summer Reading Challenge with the 
national theme this year being ‘Animal Agents’. Last year a record breaking number of 
children, 2213, completed the challenge, which was the highest completion rate in the 
North West. Sefton’s success was down to the direct engagement with schools, and this 
year library staff have visited 60. The challenge was launched by the storyteller, John 
Kirk and so far there has been a good take up from Sefton’s children with 2001 children 
joining up so far.

Coding at Netherton Library
As part of our ‘At the library’ project, staff at Netherton Library worked with Liverpool Girl 
Geeks to host coding workshops throughout July. The sessions were aimed at girls and 



boys aged 11-17, who have an interest in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 
Attendees learnt how to code and create their own mini websites. The sessions were 
aimed at teenagers interested in a career in the digital industry.  Over the 4 weeks, 22 
teenagers regularly attended the sessions.

THE ATKINSON

Following the successful application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, The Atkinson is 
working with the Libraries’ Service, Veterans in Sefton, Liverpool Record Office and a 
team of local volunteers, plus a team of academics from Manchester Metropolitan 
University.  The project seeks to ensure the legacy of those who worked and were 
treated there is not forgotten during the centenary commemorations of the Great War.  
As well as unearthing fascinating local heritage for people in Sefton and across 
Merseyside, the project is shining a light on how the ground-breaking treatment offered 
at Moss Side has influenced our modern understanding of conditions such as post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

There is an important opportunity to raise awareness locally and nationally of the story of 
Moss Side as an example of innovation in Sefton, by pioneering new approaches to the 
development of psychiatry.  It also seeks to increase public awareness of mental health 
concerns in relation to post-traumatic stress disorder are still relatively un-discussed and 
un-appreciated. As we reflect on the centennial of the conflict, we will work with Veterans 
in Sefton to remember that war - in past and present - maims bodies and minds. 

Background: Moss Side Military Hospital in Maghull treated over 3,600 patients 
between opening in December 1914 and 1919, and became renowned in the developing 
field of psychological medicine. Clinical staff at the time were described as “the brilliant 
band of workers who…made Maghull the centre for the study of abnormal psychology.”  
The Moss Side site eventually closed in 1995 and the buildings were later demolished, 

Project launch: ‘Maghull and the Great War Remembered: Shell Shock - the impact and 
aftermath on lives and minds’ was launched at Meadows Library in Maghull on July 21st 
(11am-4:30pm).  The aim of the day was to recruit volunteers to help collect oral 
histories, to add to existing archives, and help to run a series of exhibitions, workshops 
and events between October 2017 and November 2018, and to participate in archive 
training.  

The Launch event was extremely successful and captured the interest of all the visitors 
to Meadows that day.  It resulted in 20 volunteers coming forward to participate in the 
project –double our target number.  It was attended by Bill Esterson MP, who has been a 
champion of this project and hopes to table an Early Day Motion about Moss Side, plus 
Cllr McKinley, Chair of Maghull Town Council.  

Partnership with Veterans in Sefton: Following on from the launch, The Atkinson is 
starting to plan events for this year’s Remembrance Day.  The aim of the day will be to 
raise the profile of the work that we have been doing on Shell Shock as well as to raise 
the profile of Veterans in Sefton amongst ex-service personnel and their families, and the 
general public, through some displays and more targeted events; raise awareness of 
PTSD and break down stigma attached to this.

INTEGRATED YOUTH SERVICES



Targeted Youth Prevention

Pride Event 
Liverpool Pride’s 2017 theme was ‘International Love’, demonstrating solidarity to 

Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning [sexuality] (LGBTQ) people in 72 countries 
where it is still illegal to be LGBTQ. Young people from Sefton’s New Beginnings group, 
including one whole family attended to represent our borough. Some of the young people 
managed a stall at the event to provide information on Sefton’s offer and showcase the 
New Beginnings project.

Digital Advantage 
Sefton has nominated 12 young people to engage in an innovative project which 
supports young people to develop business ideas and build them on line. It’s a unique 
opportunity for 15-17yrs olds to develop skills to enable them to be apprenticeship and 
work ready in a number of environments, but in particular the creative IT industry which 
has future apprenticeship on offer locally.

The project will be delivered in August 2017 by industry experts supported by two TYP 
workers and the young people are currently involved with TYP or YOT. There will be a 
celebration event at the end of the project to showcase the participants’ success.

The project team are already securing opportunities as exit pathways to new 
experiences, involving local partners including Innovators Hub, Maghull Radio, Arvato 
and The Atkinson Centre.

Youth Offending Team

Youth Justice Plan
The Youth Justice Plan 2017-18 was agreed by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) with 
particular praise for the new initiative Community Resolution Plus.

Community Resolution was historically referred to as ‘Triage’ within the suite of options 
for Out of 

Court Disposals and was essentially one meeting with a young person and the parent / 
carer. Given an assessment is completed as part of the process, Sefton used the 
information as an early identification of need and delivered sessions to address the 
issues highlighted within the assessment, therefore taking part in the sessions was the 
‘plus’ aspect of the work.

This was regarded as highly innovative practice by the YJB as nowhere else in the UK 
delivers 

Community Resolution Plus which for Sefton has supported an early help offer and 
reduced first time entrants. Sefton’s first time figure for first time entrants is also lower 
than the rest of Merseyside and the rest of England.

The YJB have requested that they include Community Resolution Plus on the YJB 
Resource Hub to illustrate best practice and enable other authorities to learn from 
Sefton’s practices.

YOT Performance



YOT performance remains good against the performance metrics mandated by the 
Youth Justice 
Board which are:

 Reduction in first time entrants into the criminal justice system
 Reduction in reoffending
 Reduction in the use of custody

There is a slight increase in the new YJB measure around re-offences per reoffender, 
indicating that a small cohort of young people commit more offences repeatedly. The 
work following the YOT 
Management Board and through the LSCB Early Help subgroup is ongoing to address 
this, addressing how to engage families to prevent future demand as well as developing 
at new pathways to get young people out of gangs and back into education.

To gain further insight following the case studies by the Reoffending Subgroup, several 
families have been identified to engage in a consultation exercise around what previous 
interventions have worked well, what could have been better and when did they really 
need help but perhaps did not get that.

The findings from this exercise will be shared with partners through the strategic 
governance boards and reported to the Cabinet Member.

HOUSING

Liverpool City Region 

I represent the Council on the Sub-Regional Housing & Spatial Planning Board (feeds 
into the LCR Combined Authority Strategic Agenda) and plans had been progressing 
with identifying sub-regional housing needs and strategy. 

However, as this was becoming a complex piece of work that could take a long time to 
deliver, the Board agreed to focus on production of a ‘Housing Delivery Plan’, aimed at 
increasing the pace of delivery of new homes across the sub-region. The delivery plan 
will focus on investment needs, primarily to help deliver all types of housing within both 
Sefton and across the City Region for which there is significant demand, with estimates 
running as high as 40,000 homes needed by 2030.

Recently the Homes and Communities Agency announced the availability of a Housing 
Infrastructure fund to help unlock large housing development schemes. Part of the fund 
is only available for Combined Authorities to bid for. The LCR CA are trying to pull 
together a bid for the city region.

I have been feeding into this process on behalf of Sefton.

Registered Provider Sector

We are looking to re-establish new relationships with the Registered Provider (RP) sector 
in the context of their operating models and principles. It is apparent to many that some 
are increasingly behaving as private companies; we need to redefine our partnerships in 
this context, particularly given other regulatory changes. There are also opportunities to 
work positively with housing associations on issues such as welfare reform, improving 



health outcomes, sharing data and support to deliver council priorities, which I would like 
to explore in 2017/18.

Work by a collaboration of 5 housing associations has led to a successful Estates 
Renewal bid focussing on parts of Bootle. The value of the bid was £150k, and was 
seeking a share of the £30 million of ‘enabling funding’. Enabling funding is provided to 
help landlords at the early stage of estate regeneration proposals, and to help them 
develop such proposals. So I think it is most likely to be used to pay for consultancy work 
to look at designing a collaborative investment plan for all RPs property in the area. The 
funding provides an opportunity to allow us to collectively look at the issues in the area, 
and come up with some plans to address these issues over the next 12 months or so.

Homes and Community Agency

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) have announced a number of programmes 
and funding, which are designed to help deliver new house building.

• £1.7bn accelerated construction fund – aimed at bringing forward surplus public sector 
land. This could include opportunities to buy land. HCA will require developers to build at 
a faster pace. Sefton submitted an expression of interest in February, and we have 
recently been invited to submit proposals, with Bellway Homes, for the former Peoples & 
TT Cables site in Bootle;

• Housing Infrastructure Fund, which was launched on the 4th of July and is a capital 
grant programme of 
up to £2.3billion nationally: Any funding will be awarded to Local Authorities on a “highly 
competitive basis” providing grant funding for new infrastructure to unlock new homes in 
areas of greatest housing demand. Two programmes exist to support infrastructure. This 
includes the ‘Marginal Viability Fund’ available to all Councils, and the ‘Forward Funding 
Programme’ available to upper tier authorities including Combined Authorities (see 
above). The funding is available over four years from 2017/18 to 2020/21. Some 
Marginal Viability proposals might be expected to spend in 2017/18. All funding needs to 
be committed by March 2021. I am looking at whether Sefton could bid for any of these 
funds.

Housing Development Company

I am also the Cabinet Member sponsoring the investigation to set up a council wholly 
owned housing company that could build and sell and/or rent properties at a variety of 
levels. Due to the sensitivities of the markets this is confidential. Cabinet approved in 
principle the creation of a Sefton housing development company at the meeting on the 
1st of September 2016.

Subject to successful feasibility and outline viability studies (these are currently being 
developed) we should be able to collate and report on the viability of the concept, at the 
Cabinet meeting in October. If all goes to plan then a Sefton Council Development 
Company could be up and running by the end of 2017, or early 2018. 

The plan and options we have set out to date would additionally have the flexibility to 
compliment any proposals brought forward by the Combined Authority, subject to 
working through the fine detail. Clearly this is a highly confidential and sensitive piece of 
work that I am leading with officers currently.



Cabinet will receive a further report in October 2017.

Private Rented Sector Licencing

We are progressing well with the private landlord licensing scheme.  As you are aware 
the Government changed the legislation to make it very difficult to introduce borough 
wide schemes, as the current rule limiting schemes to no more than 20% of private 
rented housing stock would not enable this to happen.  We urgently need a licensing 
scheme in Bootle, Seaforth/Waterloo and Southport. A formal report and business case 
was approved by Cabinet on 1st December 2016, setting out our proposals. 

A formal 12 week consultation, required by Law, was undertaken over 12 weeks between 
1st of April 2017 and the 24th June. This consultation was widely promoted, and we 
received almost 2,000 responses. Overall the responses were supportive of the Council’s 
proposals.

Legal provisions will enable us to have three different schemes - focusing on the 
licensing of all private landlords in Bootle, but developing stronger ‘Additional HMO’ 
licensing schemes to cover more types of HMO properties for Southport and Waterloo.  
So this is the approach I am taking to maximise our impact and also run the development 
of all the schemes together. 

A report seeking to formally approve the establishment of these schemes is to be 
considered by Cabinet on the 7th of September. The draft programme should see the 
three schemes implemented in Sefton by March 2018. I will update colleagues regularly 
as we make progress with these proposals.

High Rise Fire Safety

Since the awful events suffered in the fire at Grenfell Towers in London, all high-rise 
residential properties have been subject to fire safety concerns. The Government 
required all (stock owning) Local Authorities and housing associations to submit samples 
of cladding materials for fire safety testing. Our Local Registered Provider own two high-
rise blocks, which were found to have external cladding made of aluminium composite 
materials (ACMs), which had failed Government fire safety tests. The Registered 
Provider responded immediately to remove this cladding. 

Since then the Council (together with Merseyside Fire & Safety Service) have worked 
with the local Registered Provider to ensure the safety of residents who live in the 
buildings. We understand that the Registered Provider will soon come forward with their 
preferred solution for the treatment of the blocks and replacement of the cladding.

Council officers together with Merseyside Fire & Safety Service have undertaken fire 
safety audits of all (20) high rise buildings in Sefton over July and August, to ensure they 
are safe. Follow up visits will be undertaken to ensure building owners have addressed 
any remedial works identified and I have agreed further communications that will be 
managed with Sefton MP’s at the request from the Department for Communities and 
Local Government.

Housing and Planning Act - Private rented sector enforcement



The Act was introduced in the summer of 2016 and includes six measures designed to 
tackle rogue landlords and property agents:

• Banning orders for most prolific offenders;
• Database of rogue landlords/property agents;
• Civil penalties of up to £30,000;
• Extension of Rent Repayment Orders;
• Tougher Fit and Proper Person test for landlords;
• Tenancy Deposit Protection Scheme data sharing.

However, all of these new measures will require new regulations to be introduced by 
Government before they can be implemented. For example the Government has recently 
issued a consultation on what offences could result in a banning order. Following this 
consultation the Government has indicated that it will seek to introduce regulations to 
come into force in October 2017. I intend to review the Council’s own housing 
enforcement policies when there is greater clarity over these new measures. 

In the meantime officers in the Housing Standards team take enforcement actions and 
occasional prosecutions. 

Housing Development

Developer Bellway Homes have made progress with remediation and site preparation 
works on the Klondyke Phase 2&3 site, which is the final phase of new development 
from the former HMRI programme. Bellway Homes began construction of new housing in 
August 2017 

Communications have been ongoing with local residents and will continue.

Homeless services and Housing Options Service

The Council has a legal duty to adopt a Homelessness Strategy. We adopted the current 
strategy back in September 2013, together with a Delivery Plan. Together with our 
service delivery partners, we have reviewed the delivery plan, and I have approved an 
updated version with a number of new actions. During the course of 2018, we will have 
to undertake a formal review of homelessness in Sefton, with a view to adopting a new 
strategy by September 2018.

The Homeless Reduction Act (HRA) received royal ascent in April. The Act is due to 
come into force from April 2018. The principle behind the Act is to confer a legal duty on 
local authorities to provide homeless prevention services to all people who are potentially 
homeless. This mirrors the current legislation already enacted in Wales. 

The current legislation (Housing Act 1996 as amended) broadly states that we must 
provide “housing advice to all” and “homeless assessment and resolution to those in 
priority need”. There was previously no legislation covering what is referred to as 
“prevention activity,” rather it is promoted as value for money good practice. Most local 
authorities only offer specific homeless prevention services to those who are deemed to 
be in priority need. 

The Act will enforce a statutory duty to provide homeless prevention services to all 
people who are threatened with homelessness irrespective of whether they are in priority 



or not. The Act will offer more protection for people who are homeless or threatened with 
homelessness, at an earlier stage, to a greater number of people than we are currently 
obliged to assist.

We will need to monitor and assess the impact of the new measures on the demand for 
Council services, particularly as we move toward the introduction of Locality teams in 
2018.


